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g ost not—for—proﬁts Articulate- their

- case.based on a‘moral-and ethical

: response; to- their.-cause. ~ This is
particularly true in the world of public edu-

- cation. What caring personl wouldn’t want to

getting a quiality education? Isn’t: education

" the best route out of poverty? Of ¢ourse. But.

there is more to’ th15 value proposrtron than
just a moral response

-7 “-Investmenit in’ pubhc‘ educatlon is not
.+ just:the rlght thing to-:do - for, kids.'and

families <it’s!the right thmg to do forthe
economic -development.
B country Iri 200969 perce;
- inthe U.S.gradudted. fror High schiool (this
ﬁgure is'even 1OWer in Yonkers) and this has

jour: cities, and
f the students -

'a grave lmpact on the economy :

‘According t6 - theD.Ci-based : Alhance
for Education, if the stiidénts who ‘dropped :
out of the class of 2009 had graduated, the

" nation’s economy would have benefited from:
_ nearly $335 billion in additional income over

- the'couirse of their lifetimes. And, at the same:-
“help’ children:break the cycle of poverty by 't

time,"the nation” wotild. benefit-from. their

+ incfeased ‘purchasing power, collect higher .
. tax-receipts. and see hrgher levels. of ‘worket
- productivity.

Isn’t " this what we ‘want for. our local

. communities? Take Yonkers, for example, the -

Tourth*largest cityin the state and the: largest...

- in Westchester. Couiity. {Forj years the city has’
5 struggled with a weak economy, 10ss of busi-;

tess and mdustry, and a'high poverty rate.

_The 'recent recession: has:slowed down the ':

vision of a’cl reVrtahzatron What would

: the economrc beneﬁts to Yonkers be 1f the
: dropout rate was cut in half?

This type of ‘analysis. is tough o do in.
Yonkers because-it is so tied to-the econo-
iy of New; York City., However; corisidet

“for Education, if ‘Wichita reduced the num-

ber-of its-high school dropouts by orie half;
the-impact would be astounding; This class’

of ‘new" graduates would earn as ‘tuch as

“yéat: Their'additional ‘spendingand: invest

ment could be enough to support 100 newv

]obs each; year. Furthermore, at'the mrd-pomt

“in their careers, these graduates will likely

spend $21-million‘'more on their homes and
$1 millioh more ‘onr their cars than if - they

* didn’t havé s diplomha.;
“another- city that'is. not that much larger

‘than Yonkers, Wichita, Kan. According to a
+Jaruary-2010 report reléased by the Alliance

So my. request to Westchesters busmess

_community i$ this: Invest in public education

~'in Westchester’s urban centers as a vehicle for
€CONOMIC! development: Local.and national
,busmesses in Yonkers havé;in fact, begun to

. do just this.. In April; wé will cut the ribbon

_<on a new. College” Center-at Yonkers*High

“7$11 million more armually than those:who - [+ v 5wl o, AR
-did not earn a diplomaand these increased "~ -

. edrnings: would hkely allow new graduates R
“to'spend an additional $8 million and invest, . .~

* an additional $3 millioiduring the average-

‘A good.local school-
system is a magnet
for families and the - -
busmesses that hire

| partnershrp

I to ensure all ~chil
' school prepared f
* in lifé.

supports ‘the Yonkers
public . “schools. . To
learn: “more about,
Yonkers Partners i
.'Educatzan “or-to. get



